
As one of the world’s most open and swiftly growing economies, the United 
Arab Emirates continues to be a strategic business, trade and financial hub, 

and with incentives such as zero tax rates and exemption from foreign 
exchange, Dubai is fast becoming an attractive environment for businesses.   
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I 
n recent years, an increasing number of UK 
residents have been drawn to the vibrant and 
robust business landscape of Dubai, seeking 
opportunities and a strategic base for their 
professional future.  The appeal lies not only in 

the city’s cosmopolitan atmosphere but also in the host 
of advantages offered by the offshore business 
environment.   

 
There are several key factors driving the surge in UK 
businesses establishing a presence in Dubai and many 
specific benefits they stand to gain. 

 
Tax regime and efficiency 
One of the primary attractions of setting up an offshore 
location in Dubai is its favourable tax regime.  The 
emirate boasts a low-tax environment with low 
corporate tax and no income taxes, offering 
businesses a competitive edge and increased 
profitability.  Additionally, the efficient tax system 
simplifies compliance procedures, reducing the 
administrative burden on businesses, allowing them to 
focus on their core operations. 

  
Corporate privacy and confidentiality 
Dubai offers a robust framework for corporate privacy 
and confidentiality.  The legal system prioritises 
business confidentiality, protecting the privacy of 
corporate entities and their stakeholders.  This ensures 
a secure and discreet environment for businesses, 
allows them to operate with confidence and security. 
  

Asset protection 
Establishing an offshore presence in Dubai provides a 
shield for business assets.  The legal structure in 
Dubai safeguards assets against potential risks, 

creditors, or legal disputes.  This protection feature 
enhances the overall stability and security of the 
business, allowing it to thrive without undue and 
mitigating exposure to external threats. 
  

Regulatory framework 
Dubai’s robust regulatory framework is renowned for its 
business-friendly policies.  The government is 
committed to fostering a pro-business environment, 
streamlining bureaucratic processes, and facilitating 
ease of doing business.  This approach minimises red 
tape and accelerates the setup and operation of 
businesses, contributing to a conducive atmosphere for 
growth. 
  

Infrastructure 
Dubai’s world-class infrastructure is a major draw for 
businesses.  The city’s modern amenities, state-of-the-
art facilities and strategic location as a global business 
hub make it an ideal base for companies looking to 
expand internationally.  The well-developed 
infrastructure ensures seamless connectivity, efficient 
logistics and access to a diverse talent pool. 
  

Reporting and record keeping 
Dubai emphasises transparency and adherence to 
international standards in financial reporting.  The 
regulatory authorities enforce rigorous reporting and 
record-keeping requirements, instilling confidence in 
investors and stakeholders, this commitment to 
transparency enhances the credibility of businesses 
operating in Dubai’s offshore jurisdiction. 
  

Alongside the above benefits of establishing an 
offshore business in Dubai, there are several key 
factors that will influence any business owner’s 
decision to initiate the move to an offshore location.  
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From our expertise, these are the four factors you must 
consider when deciding if this is the correct location for 
you and your business: 
  
1. Speed – Are the processes for company 

formation and business operations swift and 
streamlined, ensuring that entrepreneurs and 
business owners can establish a presence 
rapidly and capitalise on emerging opportunities 
with minimal delay. 

2. Privacy – Does the location offer commitment to 
corporate confidentiality and data protection and 
provide businesses with a secure environment.  
Sensitive information should remain private to 
help foster trust among clients, partners, and 
investors. 

 
3. Local tax regime – Does the location offer 

minimal to no corporate and income tax to 
increase the attractiveness of the offshore 
location, allowing businesses to maximise profits 
and allocate resources more efficiently. 

  
4. Reputation – Is the global reputation of the 

location business-friendly and progressive, to 
help add credibility to businesses operating 
within its jurisdiction.  A positive reputation can 
help enhance a company’s reputation and open 
doors to international partnerships and 
collaborations. 

  
In conclusion 
The rise of UK businesses establishing an offshore 
presence in Dubai is a testament to the strategic 
advantages offered by the emirate.  From a favourable 
tax regime and corporate privacy to robust 
infrastructure and a pro-business regulatory 
framework, Dubai provides a conducive environment 
for growth and success. 
 
 As businesses increasingly recognize the benefits of 
operating in this dynamic hub, the trend of establishing 
an offshore presence in Dubai is poised to continue the 
upward trajectory. 
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Granville Turner, Director at Company Forma�on Specialists, Turner Li�le, brings 
a wealth of knowledge of compliance, tax and law to the business.  Prior to 
establishing Turner Li�le, Granville was Company Secretary at a major PLC.   
 
In work and in life, Granville combines an eye for detail with a heart for 
adventure. This comes through in his outside interests, from developing a 
passion for restoring violins in his thir�es, to learning to pilot helicopters in his 
six�es. 
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James Turner, Director at Company Forma�on Specialists, Turner Li�le, has a 
proven track record in helping clients maximize their assets in crea�ve and 
bespoke ways.  He is directly responsible for sales and marke�ng, with 
considerable specialist knowledge of UK and offshore banking. 

James doesn’t just have drive in the world of business.  In his spare �me, he has 
a passion for fast cars and boats.  

At Turner Little, we know offshore company formation can be a complicated and tedious process when going at it alone, 
with multiple documents and many dos and don’ts to consider.  We incorporate companies in many overseas 

jurisdictions across the world to give you the widest variety of options. 
 

If this is what you are looking for, whether it be Dubai or an alternative location, please get in touch to find out more 
https://www.turnerlittle.com/company-formations/offshore-company-formations/ 
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