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R 
ural and small-town businesses can often 
feel left behind in a digital arms race 
compared to their urban competitors.  
However, the continued rollout of Fifth 
Generation (5G) may be set to change their 

fortunes for the better. 
 
It is a mistaken belief that rural businesses are limited 
to tourism or small artisan shops.  Rural communities 
and small towns have a plethora of different 
businesses and freelancers working in every industry 
imaginable including architects, digital marketers, 
software developers and graphic designers.  Yet with 
the limited infrastructure and spotty internet in some 
parts of the rural UK, these businesses have had an 
uphill battle. 
 
Infrastructure for 5G has steadily been growing.  More 
devices now exist with 5G capabilities in-built.  This 
goes much further than smartphones, with certain 
tablets and laptops now being released with 5G.  More 
network providers can grant access to 5G packages 
and more 5G towers are being built to spread 5G 
access further. 
 
5G technology is renowned for being able to grant 
connectivity on a par with most wi-fi connections.  At its 

best, it can provide much faster speeds (up to 1000x 
faster than 4G), a more reliable and stable connection, 
with more data for your apps and more devices 
connected at once.  One other feature is that 5G works 
over a shorter distance.   
 

We are seeing a reverse of the more centralized 
approach to internet in the cloud, to once again having 
the connection be a more local phenomenon. 
 
While this is an advantage for the IOT, such as robotics 
and self-driving cars, which require that low latency 
with the close proximity to your local box. 
 

How can 5G help rural areas if there is less 
infrastructure? 
5G has several capabilities and levels.  Not all 5G is 
equal or as fast.  5G uses more of the radio spectrum 
than previous generations like 4G.  As well as its fast 
speeds in its high-end signal, which can only travel a 
short distance, there are also radio signals in the low 
band.   
 
While this won’t deliver the quality that is frequently 
hyped about in places where there will be plenty of 5G 
infrastructure, this somewhat lower quality signal will 
still be a major improvement for rural areas. 
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Rural businesses using this part of 5G signal will be 
able to have connectivity on a par with what their city-
based competitors have taken for granted for many 
years.   
 
For rural communities and small towns across the UK, 
this will open many doors for business, study, and 
healthcare. 
 
As more 5G hardware and technology is expanded, 
these rural businesses should see further 
improvements, which in turn will bring greater equality 
in the way we work across the UK. 
 
 

5G hardware for all businesses 
Rural businesses that invest in 5G laptops early will 
reap the benefits as they enable their staff to do more 
with their new connectivity.  These companies should 
experience a productivity boost and be able to increase 
their output. 
 
With Hardsoft, businesses can lease 5G laptops 
(including the Galaxy Book Pro 360 5G, the Lenovo X1 
Hybrid, and the Lenovo X1 Carbon; get the best 
tariffs and SIM only plans with free data – all helping to 
make 5G a more affordable technology for all 
businesses regardless of their size. 
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It all began with Andrew, and his brother Philip, crea�ng the game ‘Movie 
Producer’ for the Dragon 32 computer in 1983.  From there they started a mail 
order games business and then progressed to custom building PCs for their 
customers.  Following a mee�ng with a local car leasing company, Andrew and 
Philip couldn’t understand why there wasn’t anyone using this concept for 
computers.  A�er tes�ng interest with an advert placed in Computer Shopper, 
they were inundated with enquiries from businesses who wanted to lease their 
computer equipment –  and so HardSo� Computers was born.   
 
Around ten years ago, Andrew and Philip saw a shi� towards Mac and became 
one of around 50 Apple Authorized Resellers in the UK.  HardSo� now has a mix 
of Mac and PC customers and recently re-launched their custom built PCs. 
 
Andrew blogs at h�ps://www.hardso�computers.co.uk/blog/ 
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